Early Years]            A Great Englishman               [1769-1784
father's musical talent and at an early age learned to play
upon the violin.
Far more important to Arthur was his eldest brother
Richard,* for whom he entertained the greatest respect and
admiration, which in spite of a sad estrangement in later years,
lasted a lifetime. Arthur never quite outgrew his child-
hood's reverence for the great Richard, and when fifty years
later, as Duke of Wellington, he was able to look back upon
a life of achievement, we find him referring to his .eldest
brother as " the most brilliant and wonderful person in the
world".1
A great deal has been written about the estrangement of
these two brothers which lasted only for a few years, but the
deep affection which lasted all their lives has been ignored.
The Duke's detractors have found great satisfaction in enlarg-
ing upon this fraternal quarrel, the blame for which is always
laid upon his shoulders.
His great niece, Lady Rose Weigall, however, takes another
view of the matter. In referring to the elder brother she
observes that
He wrote beautifully expressed letters, full of kind sentiments to his
relations, but rarely put himself out for anyone. . In his latter years he
1 British Museum Add. MS. 33316, folio 246.
* Wellesley, Richard Colley, 2nd Earl of Mornington, and Marquess
Wellesley, 1760-1842. Eldest son of Garret, ist Earl of Mornington.
In 1793 became Member of Board of Control for Indian Afiairs. Gover-
nor-General of India 1797-1805. British Ambassador in Seville 1809.
Foreign Secretary 1809. Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 1821-8, and again
from 1833 to 1834. Knight of St. Patrick 1783. Knight of the Garter
1812. He was created Marquess Wellesley in the peerage of Ireland
after the Battle of Seringapatam 1799. He was a fine classical and Italian
scholar. Married in 1794, Hyacinthe Gabrielle Roland, a French lady,
with whom he had previously been living, and his five children (to whom
he was devoted) were born before the marriage took place. His first
wife died in i8i<5, and he married secondly'in 1825 Mary Anne Patterson,
an American, widow of Robert Patterson and daughter of Richard Caton
of Baltimore, U.S.A. This marriage was childless.
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